
“A Kingdom Like No Other”
Matthew 5:1-12

Big Idea: Jesus teaches us that life in His Kingdom is radically different than life in the kingdom 
of the world.

Foundations for living in the Kingdom of Heaven:
Be teachable (1-2).

Seeing the crowd, Jesus pulled His disciples apart and went up on a mountain where He 
could sit with them and teach them. Jesus’ time with His disciples was always purposeful, and 
Jesus’ purpose was always to teach His disciples. He only had a short amount of time when He 
was on the earth with them, and they had much to learn. So over-and-over again, Jesus taught 
His disciples. However, teaching was only half of the equation. For teaching to be effective, the 
disciples had to be willing to learn. His disciples sat on the ground that day with Jesus, making 
themselves available to hear what He had to say, opening themselves up to be taught and to 
learn. One of the most important foundations for disciples of Jesus today is that they are 
teachable. We must be willing to sit in the Master’s presence and to listen to the Master’s words. 
We need to always be willing to learn new things and to grow in our faith as disciples. If we are 
to grow more-and-more to live in the Kingdom of Heaven in our hearts, heads, and hands, we 
must be teachable.
1. What does listening to the words of Jesus look like in your life? What would help you 

continue to spend time and to learn from His Word?
2. On a scale of 1 to 10 (1 being unteachable to 10 being highly teachable), how teachable are 

you? Explain.
3. What do you think it takes to continue to have a teachable attitude in your life? Why is it 

important that you never stop being teachable when it comes to your walk with Jesus?

Understand that the Kingdom of Heaven is radically different than the kingdom of the 
world (3-12).

That day on the mountain with His disciples, many of the words of Jesus were radical, 
non-sensical, and in many ways unacceptable based on a common sense understanding of the 
way that the world works. Who would consider anyone to be blessed if they were poor, 
mourning, meek, hungry or thirsty, persecuted, and reviled? These words were hard to make 
sense of then, and these words are still hard to make sense of today based on the logic of the 
world. Blessing comes through wealth, happiness, pride, fullness, power, and prestige, doesn’t 
it? Jesus laid out a radical, alternate reality to the kingdom of the world. Jesus gave His 
disciples a glimpse into the wonderful reality of the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus used physical 
realities to point to the spiritual realities in the disciples lives that would lay the foundation for 
them truly live in the Kingdom of Heaven. From recognizing their utter, spiritual poverty before 
God to having a consuming hunger and thirst for God, Jesus provided an understanding of how 
the Kingdom of Heaven is radically different than the kingdom of the world.



1. Take time to talk through the list of characteristics that Jesus called blessed. What does it 
mean to be poor in spirit? What does it mean to hunger and thirst for righteousness? Take a 
minute to ask questions, to search God’s Word, and to discuss these spiritual realities that 
Jesus identified.

2. Which of these foundations of Kingdom living do you desire to see more of in your life? 
Why? How can that growth happen in your life?

3. Break-up into groups of two or three and spend time praying for each other for hearts, 
heads, and hands that are Kingdom focused.

Remember that rewards in the Kingdom of Heaven are eternally greater than rewards in 
the kingdom of the world (3-12).

Perhaps the most surprising words of Jesus, however, were the blessings that Jesus 
pointed to for those who turn their hearts and hope to Jesus and to living in His Kingdom. For 
those who truly recognized their spiritual poverty before God, they would have the Kingdom of 
Heaven. For those who found strength in gentleness, they would inherit the earth. For those 
who sought peace over selfish power, they would be called the sons of God. What else is there? 
The heavens and the earth are pretty comprehensive! Moreover, Jesus promises that those who 
inherit the earth and heavens will also receive eternal satisfaction, comfort, and mercy in the 
presence of God. Jesus claimed blesses that are eternally greater than any blessings in the 
kingdom of the world, where all satisfaction, comfort, mercy, relationship, and inheritance is 
vulnerable, temporary, and fleeting. Nothing in the world compares to the blessing of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and Jesus still wants us to know and to remember the promise of reward 
for His disciples today.
1. Take time to talk through the list of rewards that Jesus identified. What does it mean to 

receive heaven? What does it mean to inherit the earth? Take a minute to ask questions, to 
search God’s Word, and to discuss these eternal rewards that Jesus identified.

2. Which of these rewards excite you the most? Which of these rewards give you the most 
encouragement and strength right now in your life and faith? Why?

3. Who are some individuals who need to know about these eternal rewards that are available 
to those who follow Jesus? If they are lost, pray for their hearts to turn to Jesus in surrender 
and faith. If they are believers, pray that they would learn these truths that Jesus taught so 
that His Word would be the reality that brings hope and strength into their lives.

4. This coming week, commit to reteach what you’ve learned today through the words of Jesus. 
Discuss the person(s) that you can share God’s Word with this week, and then pray for the 
opportunity and courage to do it!


